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OPEN HOUSE 
SUMMARY
NOVEMBER 18, 2025

ABOUT THE MEETING
The second community Open House for the Comprehensive Plan was held on November 18, 2025, 
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Paul J. Ceiner Botanical Garden. The purpose of the Open House was 
to provide an opportunity for the residents and stakeholders of Kernersville to provide feedback on the 
Plan Goals and Objectives, Land Use Placetypes, the proposed Future Land Use Map (FLUM), proposed 
Thoroughfare Plan Map, and talk with Town Staff  and the consultant team from Teska Associates and 
Freese and Nichols, Inc. 

During the meeting, participants had the opportunity to provide input at interactive stations relating 
to various topics, including Economic Development, Environment and Open Space, Land Use, 
Placemaking, Community Facilities, and Transportation. Participants were also able to provide input on 
the various Land Use Placetypes via interactive boards. Approximately 31 people were in attendance at 
the meeting, including residents, stakeholders, Board of Aldermen members, Planning Board members, 
Town Staff , and the consultant team. This Open House Summary provides an overview of the diff erent 
stations at the Open House event and the feedback received.    
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WHERE DO YOU LIVE?
Participants were asked to mark where they live on a map with a dot. The results of this map help the 
planning team to know who is in attendance at the meeting and understand if feedback is coming from 
all parts of the Town or if there are certain areas that are not being represented. As shown on the map 
below, there was representation from several parts of Town, with the majority of participants living north 
of U.S. 421. Participants were not required to provide feedback on all interactive boards, meaning there 
may be stakeholders in attendance who are not represented on this map.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Participants engaged in an interactive activity designed to gather 
public input on strategies for creating a strong and economically 
diverse town. A series of images and policy proposals were 
displayed, each representing different approaches to economic 
growth. Each participant was asked to “vote” by placing dots on 
the images and policies they believed would most contribute to 
a strong and economically diverse Town. Participants expressed 
the most interest in pursuing entertainment-focused land 
uses in the downtown area, with 14 votes. Participants also 
supported planning for mixed-use development that brings more 
housing units and people downtown to support restaurants and 
businesses, which received 10 votes. The third-most voted for 
policy was to attract cultural uses and creative industries, which 
received 8 votes. 

Which image(s) and/or policies would contribute to a strong, economically diverse Kernersville?

Choice Count Percentage
Pursue entertainment-focused land uses in the downtown 
area.

14 35%

Plan for mixed-use development that brings more housing 
units and people downtown to support restaurants and 
businesses.

10 25%

Attract cultural uses and creative industries. 8 20%
Support the continued development of the medical district. 4 10%
Recruit tech, biotech, research and development, and other 
growth industries in the Triad. 

2 5%

Continue to plan for commercial and industrial growth. 2 5%
Total 40 100%

Economic Development Goals And Objectives Comments
# Comment

1 Preference for #3.4, 2.1, 2.2, 3.2.
2 Keep character of downtown and make sure it is safe for pedestrians to be there. 
3 Strategic growth and well planned communities are needed to protect pedestrians and the 

safety of all who travel on the roads inside of Kernersville.
4 Highway businesses need to be separated from communities. 
5 More arts. Less history preservation. 
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ENVIRONMENT
Participants had an opportunity to read the Draft Environment 
Goals and Objectives and provide their thoughts via sticky 
notes. A full list of Environment goals, objectives, and 
strategies was also available for attendees to review. 

Environment Goals And Objectives Comments
# Comment

1 Follow the original Pope Park Plan the community agreed 
to create a greenspace park. The new community pool 
violates this agreement. 

2 Like the idea of pursuing Tree City USA certification. Also 
need to pursue issue of ponding in streets/private homes. 

3 Really want to see open spaces and natural areas 
preserved and possibly increased and highlighted for the 
community. I hear very little about the current greenway.

4 More native plants. Remove kudzu, English Ivy, Chinese 
Privet.

5 Choose appropriate street trees w/ focus on native 
species that perform well. 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Participants had an opportunity to read the Draft Community 
Facilities Goals and Objectives and provide their thoughts 
via sticky notes. A full list of the Community Facilities goals, 
objectives, and strategies was also available for attendees to 
review. 

Community Facilities Goals And Objectives 
Comments
# Comment

1 Give people nature places. Not all sports places. We need 
places to simply be in nature.

2 Be wary of large amount of water flowing out of the banks 
when you put up parking lots. Use alternatives for storm 
runoff. 

3 Stormwater infrastructure is essential with all the 
proposed development. Kernersville should continue to 
invest in stormwater BMPs. 

4 Would love to see increased used of farmers market 
space. 
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PL ACEMAKING
Participants engaged in an interactive activity designed to gather 
public input on how Kernersville can be an even more special 
and memorable place through Placemaking strategies. A series 
of images and strategies was displayed, each representing 
different approaches to strengthening community identity. Each 
participant was asked to “vote” by placing dots on the images 
and strategies they supported the most. Participants expressed 
the most interest in two Placemaking strategies: identifying 
opportunities for gateway signage at key entry points to different 
districts and promoting historic preservation and the telling of 
the Town’s history, both receiving 10 votes. Participants also 
supported working with property owners and developers to 
create a community open space within each mixed-use center, 
which received 9 votes.

Which image(s) would make Kernersville an even more special and memorable place?

Choice Count Percentage
Promote historic preservation and the telling of the Town’s 
history. 

10 21%

Identify opportunities for gateway signage at key entry 
points to different districts. 

10 21%

Work with property owners and developers to create a 
community open space within each mixed-use center.

9 19%

Continue to program public spaces wit hart-focused events 
and cultural performances through partnerships with local 
institutions.

8 17%

Work with local partners to develop distinct identities for 
business districts in the Town.

6 13%

Pursue opportunities for improved wayfinding. 4 9%
Total 47 100%

Placemaking Goals And Objectives Comments
# Comment

1 Asheville and Greenville, SC are excellent examples i.e. mice statues in Greenville, Farmer’s 
Market, tree lined streets.

2 I like the art district in Winston-Salem and Trade Street. Art, shops, restaurants, all walkable.
3 Would love to see more cultural events in Kernersville, not just focused on kids. 
4 Really like #3 esp. 3.3/ Also like #1.3 and 2.1.
5 S. Main and 421 in each direction, a huge, Victorian style brick curved wall with “Kernersville” 

on it - lit at night. Wire the area for Xmas lights.



OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY 6

PROPOSED THOROUGHFARE PL AN
Participants had an opportunity to review the Proposed Thoroughfare Plan Map and provide their 
thoughts on the Thoroughfare Plan and the Priority Greenway Segments. A full list of Transportation 
goals, objectives, and strategies was also available for attendees to review. 

What are your thoughts on the Thoroughfare 
Plan?
# Comment

1 Traffic on Main St issues.
2 Traffic on S. Main St is impossible!! Please help. 

What are your thoughts on the Priority Greenway 
Segments?
# Comment

1 The priority greenway segments make a lot 
of sense and will contribute significantly to 
connectivity. 

2 Connectivity of greenway to other areas with 
dedicated bike lanes for safety. 

3 Love greenways like the Swamp Rabbit Trail in 
Greenville, SC. 

4 Remove invasive plants; kudzu, english ivy and 
plant native plants. Have monthly work days on 
greenways to educate and build community. 

5 Excited about the greenway connecting 
downtown and Triad Park!!!
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Transportation Goals And Objectives Comments
# Comment

1 I would like a light rail to go from Winston-Salem 
through Kernersville to Greensboro so I don’t have to 
be stuck on 421 or 40.

2 Dedicated bike lanes x2
3 Main St. from old Food Lion location to new location: 

need sidewalks, many people walking on side and 
along ditches with groceries, really unsafe especially 
when it’s dark at certain times of day or during busy 
traffic and high speed drivers from Oak Ridge

4 Piney Grove near Middle School: Need sidewalks for 
the school kids and other pedestrians. Need widened 
lanes/center lane for turns to Lakecrest, for school 
traffic construct backups in this area during school 
year, for increase in resident population due to 
addition of housing near school - no improvement in 
roads.

5 South Main is too crowded with shopping. Why did we 
make this area so dense in retail. Takes a long time to 
get through lights.

6 Proposed thoroughfare South of Hopkins, crossing 
421.

7 I see a lot of people walking in the street at night 
on Cherry Street in the dark because there are no 
sidewalks between Oakhurst and Cherry/Main split. 

8 Add improved lighting to goal for sidewalks and 
parking. 

9 Repave Mountain St, S Main St (all of it), S Cherry St. 
Get rid of patched and bumpy roads. 

10 Ensure sidewalks and adequate bike lanes. I’m not 
a street bike ride because I’m too afraid to be out 
there and hate driving around bikes who think there’s 
enough room to share the road - but there isn’t. 

11 Relieve the traffic. More walkable the better. Transit 
that first the area, serves seniors and others.

12 Have to widen major roads. 

TRANSPORTATION
Participants had an opportunity to read and comment on the Transportation Draft Goals and Objectives. 
A full list of Transportation goals, objectives, and strategies was available for attendees to review as well. 
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L AND USE
Participants had an opportunity to read and comment on the 
Land Use Draft Goals and Objectives. A full list of Land Use 
goals, objectives, and strategies was available for attendees to 
review as well. 

Land Use Goals And Objectives Comments
# Comment

1 Keep in mind sidewalks for pedestrian safety and possible 
public transport options.

2 Develop Pope Park as planned in 2019.

3 Mixed use means high density with people living in 
downtown area - too crowded. Can’t widen roadways in 
downtown K’ville.

4 Preserve agricultural land for use by local producers. 

5 Single family - smaller sq footage homes to downsize to - 
1400-1900 sqft.

PROPOSED FUTURE L AND USE MAP 
Participants had an opportunity to review the Proposed Future Land Use Map and provide their feedback 
via sticky notes. A copy of the Existing Future Land Use Map was available for reference as well. 

Proposed Future Land Use Map Comments

# Comment

1 Buy large and small tracks of land to develop 
manufacturing and also areas for beautiful offices and 
corp. HQ’s etc. like Green Valley Rd. but around the Loop 
Rd. 

2 Improve/beautify E. Mountain St. where OXO motel 
is, plus another old hotel and vacant beauty shop. It’s 
all an eyesore as one enters Kernersville from the East 
(Greensboro/Colfax). 

3 Very concerned about traffic on Macy Grove plus water/
storm runoff into the Huntington Run neighborhood.

4 Don’t allow the Hwy 66 corridor south of I40 evolve into 
another Union Cross Rd….mess.

5 Concern about multi story commercial near Arboretum 
neighborhood (TH) due to traffic, safety, and privacy.

6 Consider where business/industry employees will live and 
impact on traffic. 
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L AND USE PL ACETYPES
Interactive boards featuring 14 different Land Use Placetypes were placed throughout the room as well. 
Each placetype board featured the placetype definition, context, density, mass, form, and potential 
uses. A 3D rendering was also provided for each placetype. Under each placetype were a series of 
images representing that placetype, and attendees were encouraged to vote for the two images that 
they supported the most. The following images show the results of the visual preference questions for 
each placetype.
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ADDITIONAL 
FEEDBACK
Participants had the opportunity to fill out a 
comments cards or an interactive board to provide 
additional input. The following is a transcription of 
the feedback received. 

Additional Comments
# Comment

1 Thank you for taking the time to gather public input - please make sure the word gets out to 
everyone. 

2 Thanks for the opportunity to see proposals and for having personnel present to explain and 
answer questions.


